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UNIT 1

Fuaimean — Sounds

An " lengthens the sound of a vowel: failte; bo; cu; im; éist
Diphthongs can vary. (eq, ia, ai, etc)

Consonants — There is no j, k, q, v, w, x, y, z.

Most sounds are as in English.

‘b’ in the middle of a word can have a ‘p’ sound (‘bata’ but ‘leabaidh’)
‘c’ with i/e wants a ‘k’ sound (‘cat’ but ‘cir’)

‘d/t’ with a, o, u, want a ‘flattened’ sound (madainn, tapadh leat)
‘d/t’ with i/le want a ‘j’ sound (‘donn’ but ‘dearg’, ‘taigh’ but ‘cait..)
‘g’ with i/e wants a ‘gy’ sound (‘glas’ but ‘geal’). ‘g’ sounds like ‘c’ in the
middle of a word. (baga)

‘I’ with i/e wants a slender ‘I’ sound (‘latha’ but ‘leat’)

‘I’ with i/e wants a ‘liquidy’ sound (gille)

‘s’ with ife wants a ‘sh’ sound (‘suidh’ but ‘sios’)

Many grammar changes are made by adding ‘h’ after the first letter.
This will change the sound of that letter.

Exceptions: never an h after: a vowel, L, n, r, or the group sg, sm, sp, st.

bh - v

ch - ch as in loch

ch with i /e wants a softer ‘ch’ sound (chi)
dh — gh (open throated g sound)

dh with i/ e gives a ‘y’ sound

fh = h (or the sound of the next letter)

gh — as dh above

mh - v
ph - f
sh - h
th-h
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UNIT 1

Pronouns
I mi mise
you thu thusa
helit e esan
shelit 1 ise
we sinn sinne
you
they iad iadsan

Naiseanta na Gaidhlig
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UNIET 5

Possessive
with consonants with vowels
b 3
mo mhathair m’ athair
mo hathai  athai
my
do* . .
O do mhathair d’ athair
your
a a mhathair athair
his
Cl a mathair a h-athair
her
ar ar mathair ar n-athair
our
U.r ur mathair ur n-athair
your
an. / am am mathair an athair
their an cu
(bfmp)
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UNIET 5
®

aig

Tha cu aig Mairi.
Chan eil cu aig Calum.
agam
agad

aige

aiLce

againn

aca




UNIET 7

aulr

Tha falt ban air Mairi.

Chan eil falt ban air Calum.

orm




UNIET 9

le

Is toigh le Mairi bainne.

Cha toigh le Calum bainne.

leam
leat
leis
leatha

leinn

leotha
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UNIET 9

do

Is urrainn do Mhairi snamh.

Is urrainn do lain snamh.

dhomh
dhut
dha
dhi

dhuinn

dhaibh

Storlann @B 9
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UNIT 12

re

Tha iad a’ bruidhinn ri lain.

Tha mi a’ bruidhinn ri Sine.

rium
riut
ris
rithe

rernn

riutha

Storlann @3 1 o
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UNIT 14

ann an

’S e tidsear a tha ann an Calum.

’S e tidsear a tha ann an Anna.

annam
annad
ann
innte

annainn

annta




Lenition

Lenition is a softening of the sound of a consonant. This is usually indicated by
the insertion of the letter h after the consonant.

Vowels do not lenite.

Words beginning with L, N, R, sg, sm, sp, st do not lenite.

Lenition occurs in several circumstances:

* vocative case e.g. a Mhuairi!
*  after possessives mo, do, a (masculine) e.g. mo mhathair
* an adjective with a feminine noun e.g. oidhche mhath

+ some prepositions — bho, do, mar, mu, ro, tro, fo, gun

e.g. mu thimcheall

*  after the few adjectives which come before the noun — corra, deagh, droch,

priomh, seann e.g. seann chu
+  with the modifiers gle, fior, ro, sar e.g. gle mhath
* the numerals aon, da, @’ chiad e.g. da chu
* averb in the past tense e.g. choisich mi

+ the verb bu e.g. bu choir dhut

* the negative particle cha e.g. cha sheas mi

Taken from Gramar na Gaidhlig by Michel Byrne

UNIET 9
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PRESENT TENSE

A bheil thu sgith?
Are you tired?

THA CHAN EIL
Tha mi sgith Chan eil mi sgith.
| am tired | am not tired.
A BHEIL? NACH EIL

Nach eil thu sgith?
Aren’t you tired?

PAST TENSE

BHA
Bha mi sgith
| was tired

CHA ROBH
Cha robh mi sgith.
| was not tired.

AN ROBH
An robh thu sgith?
Were you tired?

NACH ROBH
Nach robh thu sgith?
Weren’t you tired?

FUTURE TENSE

Am bi thu sgith?
Will you be tired?

BIDH CHA BHI
Bidh mi sgith Cha bhi mi sgith.
| will be tired | will not be tired.
AM BI? NACH BI

Nach bi thu sgith?
Won’t you be tired?

BHIOS is a separate form of the verb in the future tense used with ...
Co6? (Who?) Dé? (What?) Cuin? (When?) Ciamar? (How?) Carson? (Why?)

Dé bhios tu a’ déeanamh? What will you be doing?/What do you do?
Cuin a bhios tu a’ seinn? When will you sing?/When do you sing?

§t(‘)rlann
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UNIT 10

An urrainn dhut? Are you able to? Can you?

An urrainn dhut snamh?

An urrainn dhut draibheadh?

There are no words corresponding to YES and NO in Gaelic.
You must answer YES or NO using the verb in which the question was asked.
Is urrainn. Is urrainn dhomh snamh.

Chan urrainn. Chan urrainn dhomh snamh.

1. | can run.

2. Can you sing?

3. | can’t drive.

’S urrainn dhomh | can / am able to
’S urrainn dhut You can

’S urrainn dha He can

’S urrainn dhi She can

’S urrainn dhuinn We can

’S urrainn dhuibh You can

’S urrainn dhaibh They can

Is urrainn do Mhairi snamh.

Is urrainn do lain snamh.

Chan urrainn do Chatriona snamh.

Storlann 1 5
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USING ‘The’

Feminine words

UNIT 11

Initial letter ‘The’ Example
a,e,i,o,u an an Eadailt
b,p,c,g,m a * a’ Ghearmailt
f an * an Fhraing
sa,se,si,so,su,sl,sn,sr an t- an t-Suain
d,tl,n,r,sg,sm,sp,st an an Spainn
Masculine words
Initial letter ‘The’ Example
a,e,i,o,u an t- an t-Eilean
b,p.f,m am am Ploc
all other an an Sruthan
AFTER A PREPOSITION — USE FEMININE RULES
Initial letter ‘The’ Example
a,e,i,o,u an as an Eadailt
b,p,c,g,m a * as a’ Ghearmailt
f an * air an fheasgar
sa,se,si,so,su,sl,sn,sr an t- as an t-Suain
d,tl,n,r,sg,sm,sp,st an air an latha

§t<‘)rlann
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UNIT 14

: There are two forms of the verb ‘to be’.

1

: One takes the form IS and is used to DEFINE.

1

: The other takes the form THA and is used to DESCRIBE.

Tha Chan eil
A bheil ? Nach eil?
(pronoun) (adjective)
It is black. DESCRIPTION
Tha e dubh.
Tha mi fuar.
'Se Chan e
Ane? Nach e?
(pronoun) (noun)
It is a cow. CONFIRMS IDENTITY
'S e bo a th’ ann.
'S e tidsear a th’ ann am Mairi.
'S e duine beag a th’ ann an Calum.

Storlann @3 1 8
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Co th’ annam?

annam in me
annad in you

ann in him/it
innte in herl/it

Who am I?

annainn in us
annaibh in you
annta in them

Occupations are literally ‘in you’ In stating your occupation, you are

defining rather than describing.

'S e tidsear a th’ annam.
An e tidsear a th’ annad?

'S e/Chan e Yes/No

I am a teacher.

Are you a teacher?

1. ’S e dotair a th’ annam.

2. An e fiaclair a th’ annad?

3. Chan e poileas a th’ ann.

4. ’S e post a th’ ann an lain.

5. ’S e oileanach a th’ ann an Sine.
6. An e béicear a th’ ann an Cailean?
7. ’S e nurs a tha nam mhathair.

8. An e dotair a tha nad bhrathair?

9. Chan e saor a tha nam phiuthar!

Dé an obair a th’ agad?
Dé an obair a th’ aig do charaid?
Dé an obair a th’ aice?

Dé an obair a th’ againn?

UNIT 14

Storlann
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UNIET 15

PAST TENSE OF VERBS

PAST TENSE - POSITIVE

To make the past tense you usually add an h to the COMMAND FORM of the verb.

suidh shuidh (sat) cluich chluich (played) seas sheas (stood)
cuir chuir  (put) gabh ghabh (took/had/ate) toisich thoisich (started)
Sheas sinn aig an doras. We stood at the door. Chuir mi air an solas. | put on the light.

If the COMMAND FORM starts with a vowel, you add dh’ before it:

ith dh’ith (ate) ol dh’ol (drank)

Dh’éirich mi aig ochd uairean. | got up at eight o’clock. Dh’6l Anna am bainne. Anna drank the milk.

If the COMMAND FORM starts with f plus a vowel, you add dh’ before it AND h after the f.
fosgail dh’fhosgail (opened)fuirich dh’fhuirich (waited/stayed) fas dh’fhas  (grew)

Dh’fhosgail i an doras. She opened the door. Dh’fhuirich lain a-staigh. Iain stayed in.

Words beginning with |,n,r,sg,sm,sp,st DO NOT CHANGE and nothing is added.

leugh leugh (read) nigh nigh (washed) ruith ruith  (ran)
sgriobh sgriobh  (wrote) smaoinich  smaoinich (thought) stad stad (stopped)
Sgriobh mi litir. | wrote a letter. Stad am bus aig an sgoil. The bus stopped at the school.

PAST TENSE - NEGATIVE

To answer or say ‘no’, ‘did not’, you use Cha do... and the same rules apply

Cha do shuidh mi aig @’ bhord. | didn’t sit at the table. Cha do shuidh. answer ‘no’
Cha do dh’fhuirich iad aig an taigh. They didn’t stay at home. Cha do dh’fhuirich.

Cha do dh’ol sibh am bainne. You didn’t drink the milk. Cha do dh’ol.

Cha do ruith e suas an rathad. He didn’t run up the road. Cha do ruith.

PAST TENSE - QUESTION

Naiseanta na Gaidhlig

To ask a question in the past tense..(Did...?) use An do...? ... and the same rules apply.
An do thoisich sibh? Did you start? Thoisich answer ‘yes’
An do shuidh thu? Did you sit? Shuidh
An do dR’ith Mairi an teoclaid? Did Mary eat the chocolate? DR’ith
Storlann zo




Past tense of verbs

Answer ‘yes’ to the following questions.

1. An do chluich sibh ball-coise Disathairne? Chluich.
2. An do dh’eirich e aig ochd uairean?

3. An do chuir iad air an telebhisean?

4. An do dh’fhosgail i an doras?

5. An do ghabh e a bhracaist?

Answer ‘no’ to the following questions.

1. An do choisich sinn dhan sgoil? Cha do choisich.
2. An do ruith thu dhan sgoil?

3. An do dhuin thu an uinneag?

4. An do nigh thu an cupa?

5. An do sgriobh i litir?

Make questions using the commands below.

1. buannaich! __An do bhuannaich thu?______ (Did you win?)
2. toisich!

3. fag!

4. leugh!

5. ol

UNIT 15

Storlann @B
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UNIT 15

Past tense of verbs
Write the following in English.
1. An do chluich i ball-coise Disathairne?
2. Chluich i ball-coise Disathairne.
3. An do dh’ol lain uisge?
4. Cha do dh’ol. Dh’0l e bainne.
5. An do chaidil thu gu math a-raoir?

6. Chaidil mi gu math, tapadh leat.

Write these sentences in Gaelic.
1. He sat on a chair.

2. | walked to school today.
3. He read a book.

4. She opened the door.

5. John closed the window.

6. Did Anna put on the light?

Storlann @@ zz
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UNIT 15

Past tense of verbs

Write the following in English.

1. Cha do ghabh mi bracaist an-diugh.
2. Cha do chuir Seumas an solas air.

3. Cha do shuidh Calum ri taobh Mairi.
4. Cha do bhuannaich Alba an geam.

5. Cha do choimhead mi airson leabhar.
6. Cha do sgriobh mi litir idir.

7. Cha do dhuin an tidsear an doras.

8. Cha do chuir mi mo pheansail anns a’ bhaga.

10.

N o
Storlann - 23
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UNIT 16

Past tense of verbs

Write these sentences in English.

1. Chaidh mi dhachaigh aig ochd uairean.

2. Rinn mi an dinnear airson mo mhathar.

3. Bhuannaich i an géam.

4.  Chunnaic mi thusa air an T.Bh!

5. Bha mi aig partaidh Disathairne.

6. Cha robh mi a’ cluich rugbaidh an-dé.

7. Ghabh mi iasg agus sgealban ann an cafaidh.

8. Shuidh mi ri taobh Anna anns @’ chlas.

9. An robh thu air @’ bhus Diluain?

10. Chuir mi mo chota orm.

Storlann @@ zs
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UNIT 16

Write these sentences in English.

1. Dhuin mi an doras agus shuidh mi sios.

2. Thainig mo charaid a Glaschu air a’ bhus.

3. Cha do rinn sinn cail Didomhnaich.

4. Chuala mi ceol air an reéidio.

5. Dé rinn thu Diciadain?

6. Leugh mi leabhar agus sgriobh mi litir.

7. Cha robh mi @’ snamh Diardaoin.

8. Bha mi anns a’ bhuth airson mo mhathar. Bha i ag iarraidh bainne.

9. An robh do phiuthar anns an sgoil an-diugh?

10. Choimhead mi airson cairt ann am buth WH Smith.

N o
Storlann - 26
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FUTURE TENSE OF VERBS

FUTURE TENSE — POSITIVE

UNIT 16

To form the future tense of REGULAR VERBS:
Use the command form of the verb and add an ending - idh or aidh

Cuir! Cuiridh mi air an solas. Sgriobh! Sgriobhaidh mi.

FUTURE TENSE — NEGATIVE

To answer in the negative add cha before the verb and h after the first letter.

Cha chuir mi air an T.Bh.

BUT 1. Add chan instead of cha if the verb begins with a vowel.
(No h is needed after a vowel.)

Chan ol mi ti idir.

2. If the verb begins with f and a vowel e.g. fuirich
add chan and add h to the command form.

Chan fhuirich Mairi aig an taigh.

FUTURE TENSE — QUESTION

To make the question add an or am (b,f,m,p) to the command form.

An cuir thu air an T.Bh.? Am fag thu an sgoil aig ceithir uairean?

REMEMBER : |, n, r, sg, sm, sp, st NEVER have an h added.

An leugh thu an leabhar? Cha leugh.
An nigh thu an cupa? Cha nigh.
An sgriobh thu litir? Cha sgriobh.
Starlann 21
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UNIT 17

Sgriobh ann am Beurla

1. Seinnidh Seumas orain aig @’ chéilidh anns an talla Disathairne.

2. Cuiridh mi an salann agus am piobar air a’ bhord.

3. Eistidh sinn ri clar ur anns @’ char.

4. Cha ghabh mi dinnear a-nochd idir.

5. An déan sinn Fraingis anns @’ chlas an-diugh?

6. Am bruidhinn thu ri Sine air a’ fon?

7. Chan ol Anna flon dearg.

8. Chan fhuirich mo bhrathair anns an sgoil airson dinnear.

9. Chan fhag am bus gu seachd uairean.

10. Cha leugh mi leabhar ach coimheadaidh mi program air an T.Bh.

Storlann @@ 29
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UNIT 17

Sgriobh ann an Gaidhlig

1. We will not listen to music in the car.

2. The class will play football in the afternoon.

3. My sister will not wait at the station.

4. | will put on my red jacket tomorrow.

5. | will close the book and I will watch television.

6. Will you eat bacon and egg for breakfast tomorrow?

7. John will not play tennis tonight.

8. Will you have a cup of tea?

9. The bus will not stop at the hospital.

10. The teacher will read a book.

N «
@ storlann > 30
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UNIT 17

Sgriobh ann am Beurla.

1. An dean sinn obair-dachaigh a-nochd?

2. Chl mi thu aig an sgoil Diluain.

3. Theid sinn a dh’Inbhir Nis feasgar ma tha thu ag iarraidh.
4.  Cha toir mi fada @’ coiseachd dhan sgoil.

5. Canaidh mi facal no dha ann an Gaidhlig.

6. Chan fhaigh mi car ur am-bliadhna.

7. Anruig do charaid mu chairteal gu naoi?

00

. Cha tig an ci a-mach cuairt ma tha i fliuch a-muigh.

9. Am beir sinn air an tréan no am bi sinn ro anmoch?

10. Cluinnidh mo bhrathair agus mo phiuthar claran ur aig an diosgo.

Storlann @@ 3 1
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UNIT 17

Sgriobh ann an Gaidhlig.

1. 1 will go home at ten o’clock tonight.

2. Will you see Mary in school tomorrow?

3. We will not hear them at a concert at the SECC.

4. Will you say that in Gaelic?

5. My sister will get a dog at the weekend.

6. Calum will give the book to the teacher.

7. My mother will not come with me.

8. Will the bus arrive at half past six?

9. They will not catch the train tonight.

10. My brother will make chicken and potatoes for dinner.

N o
Storlann - 32
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Use the following verbs in their past and future forms.

cuir stad leugh
gabh ruith coimhead
duin ol bruidhinn
coisich ith seinn
cuidich cluich fag
toisich fuirich ceannaich
eéist sgriobh seas
suidh fosgail gearr
tog cum glan

UNIT 18




| £

biypies eu eyueasieN

uue|iols

SL 1INA

"0S]D JaYydDal D S] DUUY PUD Jaydopal v Sl aH °/

v 30 buis Jouupd Jaylow Aw Inq bwis 03 a1qp S1aH 9

"buruaisy 30U S1 UaJDYy puv d1snw 03 buuaisy wo | g

"D SaY1) WNp) NG 33D 1) Jusaop huply ‘@yvd ) Juop | H
"Jp0d D buupam s) puuy pup by D bulvam 1 aH €
"32d D aADY Jusaop up| Ing bop D SLY DUAYS Z
"a)pd aADY J,uop Noh Ing a)pd D aADY | |
“ywous wn)o)/u
wnoy3 /1YW ‘wmjo) auuIvq 1o b1v 1> DY)
“Wnp) UD UUD Y] D IDASPN} 3 §, op uubLn S| | /DKW M uuYyp | wnp) [ UKW wnjo)/u
‘UMD WD UuD Yy v JID3ISPN 3 §, -niq o 1w vyj 2] yb101 s, | -TOW 410 pv VY| 232
22 pobo
212 [IMYyp = ny1 + op 212 212 72 =ny1 + bo
pPUUD = NY3] + UUD ywoyp| mu=nyi+u| 103 =Nyl +23)| 0 =nYl+ 10 wpobo
WDa] =W + 3] | WIO =1W + 1D =1W + b

wouu»D = 1 + UuD

=1W + op

wnu =1w + M




